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on the exclusion of Fox.    If Pitt had wanted, he could have
made  it  impossible  to  form a Ministry without  Fox, as
Grenville did two years later, but to do that would have
been  to put  pressure on the King, and to   do what was
harder still for that proud  nature, confess  that Fox was
indispensable.    It was too hard a thing to demand of him,
and he chose to humour the King, and flatter himself with
the confidence he did not feel.    " His kindness for the aged
King," says Lord Rosebery, " was to prove a cruel obstacle
in  his  path."    The  sentence scarcely does justice  to  the
national   interests   involved.     It  was   not   only  Pitt  who
suffered, it  was  the  country,  for  Pitt  himself  considered
that the first thing the country needed was a Government
embracing all the available talent.    What he did in effect
was to postpone his patriotism to two  other motives, his
affection  for the King, an  affection that led him to send
court  loungers   into  the  field  against   Napoleon's   trained
generals,  and  a  dislike  to  own   that  he was   inadequate,
single-handed, to the tremendous problem of the hour.    His
temptation, let us admit, was severe, but it remains that he
succumbed.                                                         *. -
Such was Pitt's conduct, and how did Fox behave ? Fox
and Grenville had agreed not to take office separately, as
they would thereby make themselves accessories to the
system of court proscriptions. Fox spontaneously absolved
Grenville from that compact, and when Pitt informed him
through an intermediary that the King would not admit
him, and would admit Grenville, Fox said he was too old
for office, that he hoped his friends would join Pitt, and that
in that event he would support the new Government. It
was scarcely the answer of a man, as Fox has often been
painted, who allowed an acrid sense of disappointment or an
ungovernable party passion to blunt his consciousness of
what he owed his country.
It is necessary to go into this field of motives and rival
impulses in politicians' minds because no charge is flung so
ignorantly or so recklessly as that of want of patriotism.